OGSA ByteIO Working Group

Global Grid Forum, Data Area

Seven questions: Evaluation Criteria (from GFD.3)

When considering the formation of this group, the Steering Group will wish to ensure that every WG has clear and focused objectives, and has demonstrated support from the community. The Steering Group will consider the following seven issues (taken from GGF document GFD.3).

1. Is the scope of the proposed group sufficiently focused?

The group is focused on a single small interface.  It will address use cases in order to clarify and disseminate the scope of the interface.

2. Are the topics that the group plans to address clear and relevant for the Grid research, development, industrial, implementation, and/or application user community?

The motivation for the interface includes examples from several existing working groups.

3. Will the formation of the group foster (consensus–based) work that would not be done otherwise? 

The need for the ByteIO interface has been identified by the OGSA-WG Data Design Team.

4. Do the group’s activities overlap inappropriately with those of another GGF group or to a group active in another organization such as IETF or W3C? Has the relationship, if any, to the Open Grid Services Architecture (OGSA) been determined?

We are not aware of any other organisation developing this interface.  The relationship to OGSA is explicit. 
5. Are there sufficient interest and expertise in the group’s topic, with at least several people willing to expend the effort that is likely to produce significant results over time? 

We have commitment from UK e-Science and University of Virginia, who will provide co-chairs and implementations.  Other members of the Data Design Team have expressed support. 

6. Does a base of interested consumers (e.g., application developers, Grid system implementers, industry partners, end-users) appear to exist for the planned work? 

There is a large interest in OGSA and considerable pressure to develop key parts of the architecture quickly.  This interface is one such key part.
7. Does the GGF have a reasonable role to play in the determination of the technology? 

The interface is anticipated to be ubiquitous in Grid systems and in OGSA.
