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The Grid Computing Now! Knowledge Transfer Network

GridComputingNow! is a collaborative project involving Intellect, the UK Hi-Tech Trade Association, the National e-Science Centre in Edinburgh and a consortium led by CNR Ltd, including the InterForum Foundation (ITFF), British Chambers of Commerce, Oracle and IBM. The project is aimed specifically at exploiting the benefits of  grid computing technologies in UK public and private sector organisations through the establishment of a Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN).  Its mission is to secure UK commercial leadership in the provision and exploitation of grid computing. The project has been funded for 3 years starting in February 2005 and is part of the DTI-funded Technology Programme. Intellect is the lead organisation responsible for project management. Ian Osborne has been appointed by Intellect as the project manager and primary contact. Dick Willis of CNR manages the project outreach to Business Intermediaries and Small and Medium Size Enterprises. Dr David Berry of the National e-Science Centre is the project’s technical lead.

The key activities of the GridComputingNow! project are driven by its 4 major objectives: 

1. Establish wide understanding of the potential of grid computing technologies particularly among the IT user community; The project will achieve increased awareness of the potential for key technologies through the development and publishing of a set of web-based resources using the DTI’s Knowledge Transfer Network web platform. These resources will include the publishing of relevant industry news, standards updates and case studies of successful implementations. The platform will also offer a KTN membership database, tools for conferencing and access to reference information.

2. Accelerate the recognition of requirements and issues for grid computing; The project will develop a network of enthusiastic and qualified IT professionals from its targeted industry sectors and together they will work with key representatives of the supply community to understand the business potential of grid computing technologies, highlighting and seeking to overcome issues and obstacles which inhibit their successful adoption. 

3. Prepare the UK ICT industry, users and government for grid computing; Through awareness, planning and networking activities, the project will seek to raise the debate and demand for incorporation of these technologies in targeted industries embracing both public and private sectors. Intellect will also highlight key elements of the programme in its campaigns aimed at influencing government policy.

4. Follow through the e-Science Core Programme vision in which demanding scientific research stimulates significant advances in grid technology which are then transferred to UK industry, healthcare and government; The project will provide event platforms at which research and technology supply leaders can bring their knowledge and experience to target  organisations. It will follow through on the project mission by making best use of the UK’s investment in e-Science and industry recommendations, to early-adopters promoting exemplar grid computing solutions.

The project engages with:- IT and business leaders, policy makers in central government, regional government, regional development agencies and the devolved administrations, specialist grid suppliers and service providers, e-Science researchers, consultants and business intermediaries to promote grid computing as a foundation for secure, dynamic, virtual organisations to obtain competitive advantage. 

About Intellect: Intellect is the UK trade association for the IT, telecoms and electronics industries.  Its members account for over 80% of these markets and include blue-chip multinationals as well as early stage technology companies.  These industries together generate around 10% of UK GDP and 15% of UK trade. 
About the National e-Science Centre: The National e-Science Centre (NeSC) delivers national services for the UK e-Science programme. The most visible of these is the e-Science Institute, which runs events and provides a meeting place for the e-Science community, and also runs a visitor programme for hosting researchers from overseas. Other services include a report series, software repositories, special interest groups, and the web site, which stores e-Science resources and provides a first point of contact for newcomers to the e-Science programme.

About CNR Ltd: CNR is a specialist management consultancy with a leading national reputation gained with prominent public and private sector organisations. At the heart of our business approach is the strong emphasis we give to our values of flexibility, team working, continuous development and delighting our clients. In this project the focus of the consortium is on Business Intermediaries, Regional Development and Devolved Administrations.
For more information please contact:

info@gridcomputingnow.org

www.gridcomputingnow.org 
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