2.1.1 Network service

The NSI is used to request connection oriented network services.   Where NS or Network Service is referred to in this document, a connection oriented network service is assumed.

In general, a ‘connection oriented’ service refers to a service that has a special set of characteristics.  Common data network service are connectionless. One consequence of this type of service is that it may provide for a fairly predictable set of attributes but those attributes are not completely predictable. Usually, no firm services guarantees are provided. A connection oriented service is one that can have a known and predictable performance in terms of key attributes, including latency, bandwidth, jitter, and others.  Many connection oriented services are implemented on actual physical links. However, there are protocols that allow for connectionless implementations that attempt to  provide connection oriented attributes on connectionless link, for example, pseudowire. 
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